CALIFORNIA ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES
APPROVED MINUTES
January 16, 2008
9:30 am

California Geological Survey Headquarters

801 K Street, 12th Floor Conference Room

Sacramento, California

1.
Call to Order at 9:35 am


Members present:  Chesner, Patterson, Trumbly, Wanish, Spero, 

Advisors present:  Veisze, Wheaton, Hawkins, Ostergren

Others:  Jeff Chambers from the Department of Water Resources 
2.
Approval of minutes for July 18, 2007 meeting


The minutes were previously approved electronically by e-mail.   

3.  Current Items and Activities

a.
Introductions:  The attendees were introduced to Jeff Chambers, from DWR.
b.
CACGN records archiving was discussed.  Barbara Wanish has updated the retention schedule to include how long, when to archive and specific categories of documents.  A Mission Function Statement has been added, however it needs the amount of records included.  The Records Retention Schedule form was given to Bob Chesner and is ready for approval.  Bob Chesner requested that all members deliver all committee records older than 10 years to Barbara as soon as possible.
c.
The State’s role for Administration Features, such as campgrounds, Ranger Stations, etc. has been deferred until Joan Steber returns.

d.
Bob and Barbara gave highlights of the COGNA 2007 meeting that was held in Lexington, Kentucky.  The naming proposal from California for Trembath Mountain, which the California committee recommended for disapproval, was approved by the US Board.  It was recommended that an official letter be sent addressing the fact that policy was not followed.  At the Executive Committee Business Meeting new by-laws were added.  Bob Chesner from California and Irena Ren Vasiliev, Professor of Geography, SUNY, New York, were chosen as new voting members of the Executive Committee.  The next COGNA meeting will be held in Oklahoma on September 2, 2008 and the 2009 meeting will be in Charlotte, South Carolina.

e.
Gerald Wheaton discussed that naming proposals for coastal and navigable waterway features will impact the Maritime Community and that input from NOAA should be considered.  Others on the committee felt that this happened at the BGN level.
f.
Carol Ostergren told the committee that the National Mapping Center in Rolla, Missouri (aka USGS Mid-Continent Mapping Center) is not closing as had been rumored.  She spoke of the model for the USGS quads is moving toward a national database and will include new information required by Homeland Security. While Carol was talking, Dave Wagner of the California Geological Survey arrived.  He said that the Federal Government would help update the database if the State would fund the work.  The committee agreed that there needs to be database sharing between Government agencies.
g.
Bob Chesner informed the committee that he is resigning, pending  James Spero’s acceptance of the chairperson’s responsibilities.  Jeff Chambers will replace Bob as the committee representative from the Department of Water Resources.  A discussion about the duties of the chairperson followed.  Bob told the committee members that he will keep them informed and will not be attending the COGNA conference in Oklahoma in 2008.

4.
Consideration of Names on Pending Dockets


Review List 394


Region I


Gates Mountain – Deferred – Waiting for correspondence from the County and tribal letters.

Uncle Lee Peak – Deferred – Received an ok from Siskiyou County and only one response from the tribal letters.  The policy for wilderness areas was discussed.

Review List 395

Region II


Kaye Creek – Deferred


Region IV


Mount Morgenson – Unanimous recommendation for disapproval.  The geographic feature is visible only from within the Wilderness area and is not visually shared with developed areas outside the Wilderness boundaries.  The feature is also prominent and a distinct mountain with three sides unlike some other high “mounts” that are peaks along a high crest or ridge.  At just under 14,000 feet and within close proximity to Mount Whitney it is part of the highest land area in the lower 48.  The magnitude of the feature and the public significance and contributions of the individual are not commensurate.  Also, Tulare County and the National Park Service responded with opposition to the proposal.

Region V


La Conchita – Deferred because Ventura County is currently in litigation concerning the mud slide and cannot respond at this time.

San Andreas Ridge – Deferred – There has been no County response and response to tribal letters isn’t due until March 4, 2008.  There is an unofficial Forest Service request to defer.

 
Review List 396

Region II


Palama Creek – Deferred – No activity from County or tribal letters.


West Linda – Deferred – A County Supervisor is making the proposal.  The committee asked Barbara to provide additional information concerning the current location of Linda and the proposed location of West Linda.  There was some discussion as to why this was submitted to the committee since it seemed to be a administrative naming issue and not a geographic feature naming issue. 

Region III

Moon Mountain  - Deferred.


Region IV


Roosevelt Point – Deferred.

Prior to adjourning, it was recommended that a letter be drafted from the committee to the BGN about the Trembath Mountain and Sharsmith Peak proposals.

Also mentioned was the possibility of moving recommendations faster by summarizing the change and e-mailing it to members ahead of the meeting.

5.
Time and Place of Next meeting


July 16, 2008, 9:30 am at CGS Headquarters

Adjourned at 3:00 pm
Addendum

After email-facilitated discussion, members decided that the County administrative and decision making process is sufficient in cases of unincorporated community names. Thus, with regard to the West Linda name proposal, CACGN defers to the County. This was communicated to Jenny Runyon by email on February 6, 2008. 
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