CALIFORNIA ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

Minutes
January 17, 2007
9:30 am

California Geological Survey Headquarters

801 K St. 12th Floor Conference Room

Sacramento, California

1. Call to Order at 9:35 am

Members present: Trumbly, Chesner, Spero, Wanish, Patterson 

Cooperators present: Veisze, Steber, Hawkins, Wheaton

Guests:  David Singleton, Native American Heritage Commission
2. Approval of minutes for July 19, 2006 meeting.
Minutes were approved with no corrections.
3. Current Items and Activities

a. Introductions: David Singleton replaces Carol Gaubatz as the representative of the Native American Heritage Commission.
b. CACGN records archiving initiative:  Barbara Wanish has taken the lead for our records archiving initiative and has contacted the State records retention staff, as well as the State Library about the procedures and paperwork necessary to archive our documents.  The big question is what papers do we archive and what papers to we discard.  We decided to schedule another meeting of the committee members after Barbara attended a training session about the State’s record retention system.

c. Initiative to approve minutes electronically prior to next meeting:  all members agreed that this was a good idea, and would reduce the delay in reporting the “official” recommendations to the Board.

d. Update of USGS staffing by Paul Veisze:  Paul briefed the committee on the latest USGS staffing issues that he was aware of concerning the new Denver Center.

e. COGNA 2006:  Jim Trumbly, Joan Steber, Barbara Wanish, and Paul Veisze attended and each gave a brief synopsis of the conference.
f. Paul Veisze announced that he was invited to attend a Digital Gazeteer Workshop, and the National Geospatial Information Center will soon be offering on line services and links for geographic information.
g. Joan Steber announced that the USFS is updating their geographic names of recreation features such as admin, campgrounds, ranger stations, etc. and suggested that we include this issue as an agenda item for our next meeting.

h. Gerry Wheaton provided additional information concerning NOAA documents, nautical charts, and provided the Pacific Coast 2006 Catalog of Charts & Publications, as well as an example of geographic naming on Charts in Humboldt Bay.  He also informed us that there are raster images available at NOAA, utilizing a Maptech viewer that is GPS integrated.
4. Consideration of Names on Pending Dockets
Review List 391
Region V
Rangers Peak – Recommended disapproval based on its location within the Mount San Jacinto State Wilderness area, lack of local historical usage, and the close proximity of another Ranger Peak in the same mountain range.
Review List 392
Region III

Devils Ass Peak - Recommended disapproval based on lack of local historical usage.  The local State Park Rangers refer to this feature as “Round Mountain”.  The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors recommended disapproval based on insufficient evidence that the term is either commonly used in the local community, or is a historically significant name
Region II and IV 
Sharsmith Peak – Recommended disapproval based on its location within the Yosemite Wilderness area and there was no evidence provided demonstrating an overriding need for safety, education, or area administration purposes.  The committee also expressed a need for the Board to clarify the “overriding need” portion of Policy IV of the “Principles, Policies, and Procedures: Domestic Geographic Names”.
Region V

Gene Autry Ridge – Recommended approval based on local support and historical local usage.  We also recommended that the geodetic location be revised to reflect the actual ridge known as “Autry Ridge” by the locals and which is adjacent to the Autry property.
Sugarloaf – Deferred

Review List 393

Region II

Trembath Mountain – Recommended disapproval based on no evidence of local historical usage provided and lack of local support

Region IV

Piyau Dome – Recommended approval based on local support from the local Tribal collaboration, Madera County, and the US Forest Service.

Region V

North Bench -- Deferred
5. Time and Place of Next meeting.

July 18, 2007, 9:30 am at CGS Headquarters

Adjourned 2:45 pm.

